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Analytical Cubism
Picasso, Braque and Gris

Still life with Chair caning Bottles and Knife
Picasso, 1909 Juan Gris, 1910

Key Features

Feature Significance
Still life and Landscape no longer a motif. Most work done in the studio as artists more
portraiture interested in style than subject matter.

Flattened picture
plane

Planes are increasingly arranged parallel to the picture surface. — Eliminating
depth, no perspective devices used — illusionistic depth is a lie as the honesty
in painting means acknowledging that the canvas is FLAT

Decorative Lighting of planes is used for decorative purpose. — Light and darks used to
differentiate one area from another rather than to describe form or volume.

Clues Introduction of words, letters, numbers to give clues to meaning of painting.
Sometimes the facets so smalll that this is the only way to identify what the
image is (was) —

Transparent Use of transparent planes — another variations to keep things interesting — Fact

planes is that P and B were painting themselves into a corner

Hermetic HERMETIC PHASE (1911 - 1912) the works become almost totally abstract.

Mondrian said that the cubists didn’t accept the consequences of their own
discovery — should have gone totally abstract.

Flat picture plane

Volume is limited. Up until 1909 it is created by interlocking cubes (eg Houses
at L ' Estaque) rather than lines, modelling or foreshortening. After 1909
volume is reduced and shown by transparent and interpenetrating planes.

Monochromatic

The palette is reduced to a minimum. Colour variation, or even natural colour,
would have destroyed the "form" and pictorial unity of the composition.

Unified picture Even uniform treatment of the whole canvas — Every part of the picture is of

surface equal importance — not like old paintings with a central focus or dominant
feature. All parts have same detail and focus.

Brushwork Broken brushwork to differentiate between planes and add tactile interest. .

Words Braque "The Portuguese (1911) - first use of 'words' to distinguish between two

dimensional lettering and 'real" objects existing in space

By 1912 Picasso and Braque came to realise that they had reached a decade end. The logical
developments of Analytic Cubism had resulted in the inability of the viewer to restructure. The
motif and not in the greater realism they were seeking, They then began to explore different

techniques, in particular papier colle and collage. Which led to the emergence of a new for of
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